Abstract: An English newspaper, as an authentic English resource, provides a view of global knowledge and English usage in a physical world as it contains manifold issues and discourses valuable for English teaching and learning in a contemporary classroom. This study employed Systemic Functional Grammar of Halliday's approach to analyze texts of news linguistically. The purposes of the study were 1) to explore prevalent topics of AEC news as a reflection of Thailand and communicative purposes for the upcoming ASEAN Economic Community in 2015, 2) to specifically analyze grammatical sentence structures used in an English newspaper aiming for English teaching and learning in Thai context. AEC news' articles were chosen for this study as it has become a considerably important event which shares multilateral information to ASEAN country members. The Nation newspaper was chosen for data collection for the period from January to August, 2013. Results showed that economics, tourism, and transportation were the most important topics and were reflective of Thailand's movement towards AEC. The news was mostly organized the idea by particular to general technique and mainly conveyed to the readers with informing as a communicative purpose. The most prevalent sentence structures were complex sentence. Active voice was more prevalent than Passive voice. The conclusion of the study was drawn descriptively. This study implicated that an English newspaper was beneficial for English teaching and learning as it contained a variety of language usage that could be used as a teaching material to improve students' grammatical and writing skills.
Introduction
Rationale: Newspapers are a printed media contributing to the society with features, advertising, and topics of interest (Manilerd, 1998) including local and international information covering different areas revolving around current situations. Moreover, newspapers bring the people knowledge with modern texts and discourses considered as contemporary language usage in the real world where English plays a vital part in education. Hence, an English newspaper could be used as an authentic material in an English classroom which aims to improve English learning and teaching in a Thai context. Authentic materials are defined by the linguistic scholar, Widdowson (1990) as "exposure to real language and its use in its own community". Likewise, Sanderson (1999) stated that "authentic materials are materials that we can use in the classroom and that have not been changed in any way for ESL students". An English newspaper serves as educational media which can be beneficial for English language teaching since it represents everyday situations that can motivate students' interest and provide real life elements to their experience and knowledge in numerous issues of the context of news. McDonough & Shaw (1993) ; Rogers & Medley (1988) ; Guariento & Morley (2001) ; Chavez (1998) ; Richards (2001); and Brown (2002) agree that authentic materials would be advantageous to use in the classroom as a teaching aid and as a classroom activity for students who have sufficient English backgrounds to enjoy learning and reforming their English skills. This will allow them to be familiar with the use of English at a native speaker level for developing their English ability to a higher level.
AEC news' articles were chosen for the data analysis since The Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) has given a new vision of ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) to achieve a higher level of economics, trade and investment including all significant areas as a single community and integration with ASEAN country members ("Asean.org," n.d., para. 1). Therefore, AEC has been recognized as a focal event for Thailand, as Thailand is one of the ASEAN members. A linguistic analysis of news would create a mutual understanding of AEC to the public and ASEAN country members. This study aimed to provide the information of AEC news in a newspaper that reflected Thailand's direction and movement on ASEAN Economic Community. Additionally, it was to consider the idea of using an English newspaper as authentic texts in a classroom as a way to motivate and to encourage students to learn English by using interesting topics and more advanced English in a newspaper. Below were the purposes of the study.
Purposes of the Study:
This research aimed to analyze texts of news in The Nation using Systemic Functional Grammar approach with two following specific purposes:
 To explore prevalent topics and communicative purposes of AEC news as a reflection of (Halliday, 1994 p. 15) .
Systemic Functional Linguistic (SFL) was a theory of Michale Halliday used as a theoretical framework for this study. Resources of Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG) were employed to analyze texts linguistically in a newspaper to specify the use of the language for communication. Systemic Functional Linguistic is mostly used in education for learning and teaching language functions and forms as it is a comprehensive way to teach students with levels of linguistics such as phonology, lexico-grammar, and semantics. It is addressed spoken and written discourses in sociological aspects to achieve communicative goals. Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG) was chosen for this study because it focuses on the real language usage in aspects of the world in which the language is "a systemic resource for meaning" (Bloor & Bloor, 2004) . SFL theory fits into a linguistic analysis of a newspaper since language usage in a newspaper is considered as a modern text. SFG provides a view of grammar as the option that the human uses to communicate with each other with meaningful clauses to accomplish their communicative purposes. Texts of news were analyzed following Systemic Functional Grammar methods which can show different aspects of language used in a newspaper.
Literature Review
Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG) of Michale Halliday was found in prior research studies and discussed as following. Van Dijk (1977, p. 6) introduces the term discourse topic as the gist, the kernel or the summary of text. Werlich (1976, p. 27) affirms that the thematic text base is a text initial linguistic unit". In another word, topic is a theme of the story which is summarized as a short term. Topic and theme are incorporated with each other to introduce a super corpus of the message. Lavid et al. (2012) studied "Genre Realized in Theme: The Case of News Reports and Commentaries" of two newspapers using thematic structure to analyze news' texts and found that certain thematic features are needed for each newspaper. "An extremely important aspect of functional grammar is the way information is structured in communication" (Bloor & Bloor, 2004 p. 64) . Humans think and impose what they would like to communicate or explain to others. The writer always plan on the written work or message before conveying it to the readers or getting it published for public consummation. McCabe & Heilman (2007) studied "textual and interpersonal differences between a news report and an editorial" to show Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) to find out the use of textual adjuncts through choices in the system of appraisal that reviewed the writer's expectations towards the readers. In addition, Fahimeh & Nabifar (2013) (2009) was reviewed to determine for further study to broaden the area of linguistic analysis in a newspaper. Finally, the study was constructed in the area of linguistic analysis for language learning and teaching purposes, but it was different in terms of theoretical framework, data analysis and data presentation.
Data Analysis: Data was analyzed based on research questions of the study. Functional Grammar procedures of Halliday and Matthiessen (2004) were used to explore; topics of AEC news, organizations of idea and communicative purposes, sentence structures and voices. Descriptive statistics was employed to convert data from numbers to percentages. Below was the sample of text analysis in each linguistic level.
Theme and Rheme: Topic and theme are incorporated with each other to introduce the messages. In this study, headlines were analyzed by Halliday's approach. Theme and Rheme was a tool to identify a topic of news. Thematic features; Theme and Rheme are operated at the level of clauses in textual organization. Clauses are delivered with a combination of Theme and Rheme. Theme serves as the starting point of departure of the message (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2004, p. 64) . Theme is the first part of the message, accompanied by Rheme which is the rest of the message. The sample of headlines was presented in bold to signify the topic of news below.
Theme Rheme Topic Foreigners eager to invest in waste-to-energy Economic Mekong nations urged to protect migrant workers Migrant worker According to the above demonstration, Theme was a subject of the message or called Nominal group identifying the actor of the clause. Rheme is the focus of the message telling what is going on in the clause. For the first headline, "Foreigners eager to invest in waste-to-energy", the starting point of the message was 'Foreigners' (Subject) would like to 'invest' (verb) 'in waste-to-energy'. The rest of the message 'eager to invest in waste-to-energy' was the rheme telling the main action focusing on the investment. Therefore, this headline was considered under Economic topic (see Appendix). Likewise, "Mekong nations urged to protect migrant workers", Theme was Mekong Nations and Rheme focused on a migrant worker issue. This was under Migrant worker and Refugee topic (see Appendix).
Information Structure: Information structure is the process in which the information is constructed in communication which is concerned with Given and New procedure. Given information is known as shared knowledge in which the writer or speak grabs the people attention by wording or clauses at the beginning of messages such as headlines in the newspaper. New information refers to the focus of messages. This element of functional grammar was used to analyze contents of news in order to specify how texts are constructed to identify organization of idea and communicative purposes by the writer. Below was the sample of analysis based on Given and New procedure. Writers usually convey the important information at the beginning of texts. Above news messages were analyzed based on Given (headline) and New (lead and body). Given refers to the clause of the headline "More VN tourists choose Thailand", it was shared or mutual information given by the writer to direct the readers' attention to the main topic of messages. This level of analysis focused on New or the body of texts. The organization of idea and communicative purpose were identified from Paragraph 2, 3 and 4. In paragraph 2, the keyword was "according to', the writer stated the evidence referring to the Tourism Authority of Thailand's Ho Chi Minh City office to present the information. In paragraph 3, the clause "In 2000, the number was a mere 57,000" stated the fact of the information. In paragraph 4, the information was reported by referring from the person as seen in the clause "said Chutathip Chareonlarp, director of the TAT office in Ho Chi Minh City". According to the above analysis, "fact and evidence" was presented as the organization of idea and "informing" was the purpose of communication as referred from Paragraph 1, 2, 3 and 4.
Sentence Structure: Dependent and independent clauses were identified to find out what sentence structures are used in each piece of news. Simple, compound, complex and compound-complex were classified in this study. Below was a sample of sentences found in the articles of AEC news. This was a complex sentence. "The project has been delayed" was an independent clause connected with dependent clause "which was supposed to start in 2011" by the dependent marker "which", was a modifier of the subject "the project. Conversely, Goal referred to "they" (subject) the people who received the impact from Process "will be executed" (verbal group) performing by Actor "by lethal injection in the city of Kunming in Southwest China's Yunnan province" which was a passive form.
Results
A total of ninety four pieces of news was analyzed linguistically in this study. There were twelve pieces of news in January (12.76 %), nine pieces of news in February (9.57 %), twelve pieces of news in March (12.76 %), seven pieces of news in April (7.45 %), seven pieces of news in May (7.45 %), fifteen pieces of news in June (15.96 %), seven teen pieces of news in July (18.09 %) and fifteen pieces of news in August (15.96%). Results of the study were presented based on the research questions. According to the above data, there were fifteen topics under AEC news. Data was ranked by percentage respectively. The topics were economics (30.85 %), tourism and Transportation (19.14 %), migrant worker and refugee (17.02 %), education (4.26 %), law (4.26 %), energy (4.26 %), trafficking (4.26 %), environment (3.19 %), international relations (3.19 %), media (2.13 %), archeology (2.13 %), religion (2.13 %), human right (1.06 %), telecommunication (1.06 %) and technology (1.06 %). The top three prevalent topics of AEC news in The Nation were economics, tourism and transportation followed by migrant worker and refugee. This showed that economics, tourism and transportation issues were the 
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Total 100% most important areas that Thailand had focused on while migrant worker and refugee were the next prevalent topic revealed as being another key issue between Thailand and neighboring countries (see Appendix).
Research question 2: What organizations of idea and purposes are most prevalent as a written technique conveying AEC news through the newspaper?
To answer this research question, each piece of news was analyzed based on Given and New procedure. Data was divided into 2 sections: 1) each type of organization of idea was classified as particular to general, general to particular, problem and solution, cause and result, fact and evidence including comparison and contrast, 2) communicative purposes were categorized as informing, agreement, appeal for action, complaint, and disagreement. Below bar chart showed the prevalent organizations of idea found in The Nation during January to June 2013. Data was ranked by percentage.
Figure 2: Organizations of Ideas Found in The Nation during January -August 2013
According to above chart, the writers mostly organized the news contents by particular to general (36.17 %) followed by general to particular (19.15 %), problem and solution (13.83 %), cause and result (13.83 %), fact and evidence (13.83 %) and comparison and contrast (3.19 %). Particular to General was mostly found in economic topics while General to Particular was mostly found in tourism and transportation topics. Problem and Solution along with Cause and Result were mostly found in the Migrant worker and Refugee topic. Finally, Comparison and Contrast was mostly found in the economic topic (see Appendix). Below bar chart was the result showed the prevalent communicative purposes found in The Nation during January to August 2013. Data was ranked by percentage. Total 100%
Based on above results, the writer mostly communicated the purpose of news to readers by informing (52.12 %), agreement (20.21 %), appeal for action (12.77 %), complaint (10.64 %) and disagreement (4.26 %) respectively. Informing and Agreement were a communicative purpose that the writer mainly conveyed to the audience and mostly found in economic topic (see Appendix). Appeal for action and Complaint were the next purpose mostly found in religion, migrant worker and refugee topics as they usually appears in the controversial issue that needs a resolution (see Appendix). Disagreement was used when the writer wished to state a contradict point of view in the messages.
Research question 3:
What sentence structures and voices are most prevalent in AEC news? To answer this research question, simple, compound, complex and compound-complex sentences were identified in each piece of news. Voices were identified as active and passive forms. There were one thousand three hundred and nine sentences in total from ninety four pieces of news. Below bar chart presented the most prevalent sentence found in The Nation during January to August 2013. According to the above data, the most prevalent sentence was complex (36.59 %), simple (24.99 %), compound (6.34 %) and compound-complex sentences (6.26 %) respectively. Active voice (14.74 %) was slightly over than passive voice (11.08 %). This showed that an English newspaper provided a variety of English sentences as a grammatical structure in The Nation which is useful for improving grammar learning for a better English writing and communication.
Discussion:
The results of this study lend support to the findings of prior studies; (e.g., Pokasumit, 2009; Lavid et al., 2012; McCabe & Heilman, 2007 and Fahimeh & Nabifar, 2013) . These studies also utilized linguistic and functional grammar analysis in newspapers with varying purposes in language for communication. The frequent topic of AEC news manifested in The Nation signified the important issues happening at that period of time. The news is usually written by providing the most important information first and through to the least important information (van Dijk, 1988) . Similarly, AEC news in The Nation was mostly constituted by particular to general technique to lead the audience with the major event at first before stating minor details. Complex sentences were mostly found in The Nation which indicated that the writer tried to shorten messages using the complex sentence to reduce space in order to give more information to the audiences. Active voice was mostly used in The Nation as a writer gave emphasis on Actor as a person doing the action. For English pedagogy, this study implicated that an English newspaper provides different views of language usage in a level of native speakers and a variety of sentences that could be used in teaching grammatical and written skills. This would help students to experience with English in a real life context using a newspaper as an educational source.
Conclusion
This research paper reported the findings of a Systemic Functional Grammar's analysis. Theme and Rheme as a feature of clauses could textualize headlines' structures to find out each topic as a focal theme of the news' messages. Findings showed that the most prevalent topics of AEC news were economics, tourism and transportation. This reflected that economic issues were a significant agenda that Thailand has been coping with and it fitted into ASEAN Economic Community's objectives which aim to upgrade a higher level of economics and investment with ASEAN country members as a single market and product base ("Asean.org," n.d., para. 1). Migrant worker and refugee were the next prevalent topic given the view of neighboring counties' expectation of Thailand's resolution for migrant workers' right and legality (see Appendix). Given and New was thoroughly used to find out the focus of messages that the writer was trying to convey to the audiences. The findings disclosed that the writer mostly constructed texts by Particular to General technique stating specific information in the news before describing other relevant information while General to Particular technique provided general information introducing the news before describing the major focus of messages. Problem and Solution technique was used when the writer try to imply problematic issues within news' texts which usually come with the solution in the messages. Cause and Result was similar but different from Problem and Solution technique as it provided the culprits of the issue with effects or results, but without the solution in the messages. Fact and Evidence provided the information with reference and evidence to make the information more reliable and upright.
Comparison was used to compare two similar things and it was found in a few articles of news for this study. Communicative purposes of news yielded the intention of the writer in providing information to the public as the news always has that expectation (Fairclough, 1995, p. 204) . This study revealed that the writers mostly provided AEC news informatively by informing as a communicative purpose.
Suggestion for Future Study: Systemic Functional Grammar could be used as a tool for textual analysis in other issues of newspapers or other authentic sources as it provides a wide range discipline for a profound grammatical analysis useful for researchers to inquire structures of language as a feature for communication.
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